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Plato, Epistle X111 — a brief introduction

Plato (c. 427—c. 347 BCE) was an Athenian
philosopher. The most influential of Socrates’
followers, he composed at least twenty-five
philosophical dialogues and founded the Academy c.
385. Thirteen letters of questionable authenticity were i l
also attributed to him in antiquity. Four of these are .
addressed to Dionysius Il of Syracuse (see bearded
figure in image), four to Dion of Syracuse and his
friends and the remainder to other contemporary

rulers and statesmen.

Plato supposedly visited Syracuse for the first time
in 388/387 when Dionysius | was tyrant. He is said to
have admired the character and abilities of the ruler’s
brother-in-law Dion and the two established a strong

friendship based on an enthusiasm for philosophy.

|

When the young Dionysius Il succeeded in 367, Dion
persuaded Plato to return in order that they might make his ideal state ruled by a
philosopher-king a reality. Neither Dionysius nor the Syracusans were too pleased with
their initiatives, however, and Dion was soon forced into exile amid rumours of
disloyalty. Plato returned to Syracuse once more in 360, this time at the invitation of
Dionysius himself who now wished to present himself as a man of great learning. Plato
accepted and again tried to mentor the tyrant. He also took the opportunity to persuade
Dionysius to restore his uncle Dion. The relationship between teacher and pupil again
broke down, this time with Dionysius becoming aggressive towards the philosopher.
Plato was apparently confined to the palace and routinely disrespected while Dion was

further deprived of his wife, child and property. The philosopher was eventually rescued
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through the intervention of Archytas of Tarentum. Dion had his revenge in 357 when he
seized control of Syracuse by arms. His attempts at reform were again met with hostility,
however, and he was assassinated in 353. Dionysius resumed power in 346 but was again
deposed and died a few years later.

If authentic, Epistle X111l to Dionysius belongs to the period after the philosopher’s
second visit to Syracuse (366—365). Below are the seven passages that we will be
translating and discussing over the course of the week. Among the matters discussed are
mathematics, dried figs, Plato’s great-nieces and Dion. VVocabulary lists are provided at

the end of each passage.
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Plato, Epistle X111 360.a—

() apyn oot tiig EmoToAfg E0Tm Kai Gua cupPorov dtL map’ £uod £oTv: Tovg AoKpovg 100’

E0TIBV VEOVIOKOVC, TOPP® KOTAKEINEVOG G’ 410D, AvESTNG TTap’ Epe Kol PIAOPPOVOVHEVOG EITTEG

&b T pfjpa Exov, dg Epotye 886xelc kai (b) ¢ mapoxoTakeEve—my 8’ 00Tog TRV KIADY TIC—

2

0¢ to1e eimev- ““H mov moAld, & Aloviotg, i¢ cogiay deelf Vo IMAdtmvoc:” oo & einec “Kai

€1l dALo TOAAG, €mel Kol O’ aOTAG THG LETATEUYEDS, OTL LETEMEUYAUNY aDTOV, 01’ aTO TOVTO

g00VC APEANOMV.” T0DT” 0DV Stacmotéov, Smc av avEdvntol el HUdY 1 &’ ARV deerio.

Kol £y VOV TodT’ a0t Tapackevalov, Tdv e [Tvbayopeiov méunm cot Kai TV dpécemy, Kol

&vdpa, Gomep £50kel UiV TOTE, (C) O Ye oL Kai ApydTng, einep fikel mapd o Apydtng, ypficOat
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dvvancO’ dv. ot 8¢ dvopa pev ‘Elikov, 10 8¢ yévog €k Kulikov, pabntig 8¢ EvdoEov kai mepl

TavTo TO EKEIVOV TAVL YOPLEVTOC EYWV:

Vocabulary:

avEdve ‘increase, grow’

vévog, -oug 10 ‘race’

dwipeoic, -emg 1 “division’

Sl MOTEDG, -€aV, -0V ‘to be maintained’
elmep (conj.) ‘if’

&ig (prep.) ‘in regard to’ + acc.

cotid (-Gw) ‘feast, entertain’

€000¢ (adv.) ‘immediately’

fiko ‘have come’

N mov ‘surely, no doubt’

katakeot ‘lie down, recline’
petomépno ‘send for, summon’
petdmeyis, -emg 1| ‘invitation, summons’
veaviokog, -ov 0 ‘youth, young man’
navu (adv.) ‘very, exceedingly’
napaxotdrepo ‘lie, recline beside’
napackeLalw ‘procure’

noppo (adv.) ‘far away, at a distance’

pripa, -atog t6 ‘word, saying’



Mark Matic
MALS January 6-10, 2020
Page 5 of 22

obvuporov, -ov 6 ‘proof’

euoppovovuat (-€opar) ‘be cheerful, in a friendly mood’
yapévtog (adv.) ‘cleverly’

ypduo (-opar) ‘use’

oeeAia, -ag 1 ‘benefit, profit’

OQeL® (-éw) ‘(pass.) derive benefit’
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Plato, Epistle X111 360.c—e

€11 8¢ kol T®V Tookpatovg padntdv T cvyyéyovey Kai [ToAvEéve t@v Bphomvig tivi Etaipwv. O

0¢ omaviov &ml TovToIg, 0UTE GYapic 0TIV EVTLYETY 0UTE Kakon0et Eoikev, AALG LAALOV EAOPPOC

kai e0Mng (d) d6Eetev dv givar. dedig 88 Aéyw todto, L vnEp dvOpdmov do6Eay dmopaivopa,

00 oAV LMoV GAN’ edueTAPOLOL, TATV TTAVL OALYy®V TIVAV Kai €iG OAlya: €mel Kol Tepl TOVTOL

(oPovUEVOC Kol ATIGTAV £0KOTOVY aDTOC TE EVIVYYXAV®V Kol EmuvOavouny TdV moMTdV adTo,

Kol 008eic 008&v PLobpov Edeyey TOV Evdpa. oKdmel 88 Kol adTOC Kol eDAAPOD. pHdAoTo PEV 0DV,

av kol OmwoTodv oYoAalng, (€) pévlave mop’ avtod Kol TaAa Prhocdpet- &l 88 un, kdida&ai

Tva, tvo Kotd ooy pavidvov Bedtiov yiyvn kol e000Efg, dnmg 0 O Eue dpeAeicOal ot un

avif). kol tadto peV On TavTy).
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Vocabulary

avin ‘slacken’

amotd (-éw) ‘suspect’

amogpaive ‘declare, give (an opinion)’

dyapig, -1 “‘unpleasant’

ocidm ‘fear, be anxious’

oua (prep.) ‘through’ + acc.

d06&a, -ng M ‘opinion’

éxdddokm ‘(mid.) have someone taught, educated’ + acc. pers.
Eappdc, -, -ov ‘gentle’

gvruyyavem ‘converse with, meet with’ + dat. pers.
gowa (perf. with pres. mean.) ‘seem’

€000EM (-ém) ‘be in good repute, gain glory’
eunone, -e¢ ‘mild’

evlafodpuat (-éopar) ‘be cautious’
gvpetapolrog, -ov ‘inconstant, changeable’

kai todto (adverbial) ‘so much’

KaxonOng, -e¢ ‘ill-disposed’

katd (prep.) ‘on account of, because of” + acc.
omwoTtiodv (relat. adv.) ‘whenever’

ANV (prep.) ‘except in’ + gen.

nmovOdavopon ‘learn from, inquire of” + gen. pers.
okon® (-£w) ‘examine’

ondviog, -a, -ov ‘rare’

ovyyiyvopau ‘associate with’+ dat. pers.

oxordlm ‘have spare time’
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ooAN, -fig 1 ‘learned discussion’

umép (prep.) ‘about’ + gen.

QodAoG, -1, -ov ‘bad, evil’

eocoed (-ém) ‘study’

eAODPOG (= eOdA0C), -0, -ov ‘bad, evil’
@oP®d (-¢w) ‘(mid.) fear, be afraid’
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Plato, Epistle X111 361.a—

1 N7 5 r r 5 r \ \ b J4 5 r P
(a) mepl 6¢ (v EnEoTEAAEG Lol AmOTEUTEY GOL, TOV UEV ATOM® EMOMGAUNY TE Kal dyel oot

Agmtivng, véou kal ayadod dnpovpyod- dvopa &’ oty avT® Aswyapng. Etepov 6& map’ avTd

Epyov v Tavy Kopydv, (g £30KeL- ETprauny odv oytd PovAdOpEVOC Gov Tij yuvaki dodva, &t

ov émepedeito kol Vytaivovtog kai dodevodvrog dfimg &uod Te koi 6od. dO¢ 0OV o, av N Tt

ool GALO 00EN. TEUT® 6& Kai 0Tvov YAVKEOG ddEKE oTapvio Tolg ool kai péAttog 6vo. (b)

ioyadmv 8¢ Botepov fiMdopev Tiic dmobéceme, To 8¢ popta dmotedévta Katesdmn- GAL avdig

Bértiov Empeinooueda. wepl 8& putdv Agmtivng oot £pel. Apyvplov 8’ €ic TadTa EVEKA TE

TOVTOV Kol EI6QOPAV TVeV €ig TV mOA Elafov mopd Aentivov, Aéywv & pot £00keL

ghoynuovéctoto NV eivon koi A0 Aéyetv, i fuétepov in 0 &ig TV vadv dvoddcapey TV
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Agvkadiav, oyedov ékkaidera pvoi- todt’ obv Ehapov, kai Aapav avtoc (C) te Eypnodunv Ko

VUV TODTO AIETENY AL

Vocabulary

avaiiokm ‘spend on’ gig + acc.
av un ‘unless’

amobeotg, -emg, 1 ‘storing’
amotiOnu ‘put away, store’
aoBevd (-éw) ‘be sick, ill’

avdig (adv.) ‘hereafter’

a&1dg (adv.) ‘in a manner worthy of” + gen.

YALKVG, -€la, -O ‘sweet’

dnuovpyadg, -od o ‘craftsman’
dmdeka (indecl.) ‘twelve’

glopopd, -fig N ‘tax’

éxkaideka (indecl.) ‘sixteen’

gveka (prep.) ‘for’ + gen.
gmpelodpon (-éopon) ‘take care of’ + gen.
Emoté M ‘instruct’ + dat. pers. + inf,
gvoynuov, -ov ‘decent, becoming’
ioybs, -adog 1 “‘dried fig’

KotaonTe ‘(pass.) rot away’

Kopyog, -1, -ov ‘nice’
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WéM, -ttog o ‘honey’

uva, -6¢ n ‘mina’

uoptov, -ov 6 ‘myrtle-berry’

Todc, -06¢ o/M ‘child’

vywive ‘be healthy’

votepog, -a, -ov ‘too late for’ + gen.
otapviov, -ov 106 ‘jar’

oxedov (adv.) ‘approximately’

avoduart (-éopan), aor. Expiauny ‘buy’
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Plato, Epistle X111 361.c-362.a

N

10 oM petd todto TEPl YpNUATOV dKove MG oot ExeL, Tepl Te TO 6l TO AOVNoY Kol Tepl Ta Epd.

€Y® 101G 001g YpNUACLY, BoTEP TOTE GOl EAeyoV, yprioopat kabdmep Toig TV GAAWV Emtndciov,

xpdUaL 6 MG av dhvopo OAyicTolg, doa dvaykaia 1j dikaia §j 0oyNUOVA €0l T€ doKET Kol Top’

00 &v AopPave. uoi 31 Totodtov viv cuuPéfnkev. sici pot adskpiddv (d) uyarépec TV

amoBavovo®dv TOTE T £YM OVK £6TEQOVOVUNY, GV 8’ EKEAEVES, TETTAPES, 1 LEV VOV EMiyapoc, 1

O OKTOETIC, 1] O€ GLUKPOV TTPOG TPIGLY ETEGLY, 1] 0 OVT® EViancio. TaHTAG EKOOTEOV EUOT E0TIV

Kad Toig £poig émmdeiotc, oic dv &yd EmPid- oig 8 av i, Youpdvimv. Kai oV av yévovtal ol

TATEPEG OVTAOV ELOD TAOVGIATEPOL, OVK EKOOTEOV: T O VOV DTMV £Y® EDTOPDTATOG, KO TOC

unTépog 8¢ adTdv &yo (€) 8EESwka kai pet’ SAAmV Kai petd Alovog. 1 Hév odv Tnevoinmm
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yopsital, 43eAofic ovoa adTd Quydtnp. Sel 81 tavtn 0VdEV TASOV 1) TPIdKOVTH VY- HETPLAL Yo

adTon NIV Tpoikec. £T1 8¢ &av 1) uitnp TEAeLTNON 1 £p1], 0VSEV av mAeiovog fi déka vy d€ot dv

€1g TNV oikodopiay Tod TéPov. Kol TePl TADTA TA HEV LA AvayKain oYedOV TL £V T VIV TaDTA

gotv: éav 8¢ TL dAho yiyvnrat id1ov §j dInuocov avaimpa 51 Ty mopa 6€ Ay, domep tote

Eleyov Ol Totelv, Eue pev droudyeobotl dtmg w¢ OAlyiotov yévnton t0 362. (a) dvalmpa, O 8° Gv

un SHveopor, oy elvot TV domdvny.

Vocabulary

adeAp1oM, -fig 1 ‘niece’
Abnvnow (adv.) ‘at Athens’
av (conj.) ‘if’

avéAopa, -otog To ‘expense’
avaykoiog, -a, -ov ‘hecessary’
av (adv.) ‘on the contrary’
api&g, -emg 1 ‘coming’

yopéom (-®) ‘marry’ + dat. pers.
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damavn, -ng 1 ‘cost, expenditure’
onuociog, -a, -ov ‘public’

dwpayopon ‘strive’

€av (conj.) ‘if’ + subjunct.

€kdidout ‘provide for’ + acc. pers.
€kd0téoc, -ov ‘to be provided for’ + acc. pers. — in neuter with £oti ‘it must be provided for’
&vianolog, -, -ov ‘one year old’

EmPid (-0w) ‘live to see married’ + dat. pers.
gmiyapoc, -ov ‘marriageable’

gmmdelog, -a, -ov ‘serviceable, friendly’
&t (adv.) ‘moreover’

ebmopocg, -ov ‘well-provided, wealthy’
id10¢, -a, -ov ‘personal, private’

keAeV® ‘command, order, bid’

petd (prep.) ‘after’ + acc.

pétplog, -a, -ov ‘reasonable (in number)’
oikodoia, -0¢ 1 ‘construction’

OKTOETIC, -100¢ (fem. adj.) ‘eight years old’
Omwg (conj.) ‘in order that’

Ote (relat. adv.) ‘when’

obmw (adv.) ‘not yet’

mAéov (compar. adv.) ‘more’

mAo0vG10G, -0, -ov ‘wealthy’

npoi&, -k6¢ N ‘dowry, marriage-portion’
npog (prep.) ‘over (i.e. in excess of)’

OUKPOG, -0, -0V ‘little’
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otepavad (-6m) ‘crown’
ovuPaive ‘happen’
oxedov 1L ‘more or less’

o vDv ‘at present’

TAPOg, -ov 0 ‘tomb’
televtd (-6ow) ‘die’
Téttapeg, -o. ‘four’

10 01 ‘so then’

T010070G, -00T1, -00T0 ‘such, the following’
Tpeic, tpia ‘three’
tprakovrta (indecl.) ‘thirty’

yoipw ‘be glad, lucky’
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Plato, Epistle X111 362.e-363.a

T PETA TaDTO TEPT Alvog Aéyoyl’ dv. Td pEV 8AL oVTt® &y Aéyewy, mpiv dv mapd cod EABwcY

ai émotohad, domep Epne: mepi pévtot Eketvav AV odk glac pepviicOan Tpdc adTdv, odte

EuvNotny obte dedéybny, €emepopny d¢ gite yodendg gite padimg oicel yryvopévmv, Kol pot

€00KeL OVK NpENa av dybecBon &1 yiyvorto. ta 6& GALa TTepl 6€ Kol AOY® Kol Epym HETPLOG Ot

dokel givar Alwv.

363. (a) Kpative 1@ Tipnobéov pev adelod, £ud 6 étaipw, Odpoka dopnomdpuedo OTATIKOV TOV

poAak®v TV mel®dv, Kai taic Kéfntog Buyatpdot yrtdvia tpio Extamnyr, U TOV TOAVTEADY TAV

Apopyivov, GALL TOV ZIKEMK®OV TOV AVAV. ETEKDS 0E Yryvdokelg Tobvopo Képnrtog:
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YEYPOUUEVOS VAP €0TIV &V TOIC ZWKPOTEIOLG AOYOIS LETA LU0V ZOKPATEL SIOAEYOUEVOG &V TG

nepl Yuyig AOy®, avip Taow NUIV 0ikeldc Te Kol EHVOG.

Vocabulary

dyBopon ‘be annoyed, vexed’
dwAéyopon ‘discuss, converse with’ + dat. pers.
dwpd (-éw) ‘give, present’

eite... glte ‘whether... or’
gkmelpdpon (-dopatr) ‘inquire’
EnTamnyvg, -v ‘seven cubits long’
gmek@dg (adv.) ‘probably’

£taipog, -ov 0 ‘companion, comrade’
gbvovg, -ovv ‘kind’

&xw ‘be able’ + inf.

€M (-Gw) ‘allow’ + inf.

npéuna (adv.) ‘slightly’

Bmpag, -akog 0 ‘corslet’

Avag, -1, -6v ‘of linen’

Aoyog, -ov o ‘discourse’

polaxog, -1, -ov ‘soft’

uévtot (particle) ‘however’
wvnioke ‘mention’

oikelog, -a, -ov ‘friendly, intimate’
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omutikoc, -1, -6v ‘of a hoplite’

ne(6g, -0b O

TOAVTEANG, -£G “very expensive, costly’
padiog (adv.) ‘easily, calmly’

yoren®dg (adv.) ‘hardly, badly’

yrtaviov, -ov 16 ‘dress, frock’
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Plato, Epistle X111 363.b—c

(b) mepi 8¢ 61| T0D cLPOLOL TOD TTEPL TAG EMGTOAAS, OGOC TE AV EMOTEAA® 6TOVdT| Kai dGag v

i, otpon pév og pepvijodar, Sume 8 Evvoet kol Thvy Tpdceye TOV Voiv: ToAlol Yap ol

KEAEVOVTEG YPAPELY, 0V 0 PAd10V avep®G dtmBeichat. TH HeV yap omovdaiog EmMOTOARC 00¢

8pyet, Ogoi 8¢ Thic NiTToV. 01 TPéoPelc Kai £5£0vTo EmMOTEAMAEY GO, Ko £ikOG- TAVL VAP TPOOVLLMG

o¢ mavtoyod Kai Eue eykmudlovoty, kai ovy fikioto Pikaypog, 6¢ tdte TV YElpa Nobévet. Kai

(¢) ®1\aidng mapd Pacidémg fikwv 1o peyddov Eleyev mepl 60D €l & Un TAVL HoKPAG

gmoToAfC NV, Eypoya dv 8 Edeyev, viv 8¢ Aertivov movOavov.

Vocabulary

d1wb® (-éw) ‘repulse, push away’
gykodlo ‘laud, praise’

&vwod (-€m) ‘consider’

gowe (impers. perf. with pres. mean.) ‘it is reasonable’
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fKiota (superl. adv.) ‘least’

firtov (compar. adv.) ‘less’

vodg, -0 0 ‘mind, attention’

oipou (= ofopon) ‘believe, suppose’
Oumg (conj.) ‘nevertheless’
navtoyod (adv.) ‘everywhere’
névo (adv.) ‘very much’

npéoPug, -emg 0 ‘ambassador’
TPoGEY® ‘turn’

nmovOdvopon ‘inquire, learn from’ + gen. pers.
omovdt (adv.) ‘seriously, earnestly’

eavep®ds (adv.) ‘openly’
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Plato, Epistle X111 363.c—e

EPPmG0o Kol PLLOGOPEL Kai TOVG dALOVG TTpoTpémov Tovg (d) vemTépoug, Kai TOVC GLGPAUPLETAS

aomalov HreEp EUoD, Kol TPOCTATTE TOIG T€ AALOIG Kol APloTOKPiT®, £4v TS Top” ERod AdYOG §

EMoTOAN I mopa o€, Empereicton OTmg Mg Ty1oTo oL 0o, Kol DITOUUVICKELY GE Tva, EMEAT)

TOV EMOTAAEVTOV. Kol VOV AEnTivy THC Amoddceme Tod dpyvpiov ur apeAnons, AL ac tdylota

amodoc, tva kai ol EALoL TPOS ToDTOV OPGBVTES TPOOVUATEPOL MGV LTV VAN PETETV.

(e) TatpoxAiic, 6 petd Mupwvidov 10te EAe00epOC APeDeic V1T EROD, TAET VOV HeTd TOV

nepmopévev mop’ uod- Eupicfov ovv mov aVTOV KATAGTNGOV MG dVTa 6ot DVouV, Kai &v Tt

BoOAT, 0T Ypd. Kol TV EMGTOANV T} a0V §j Vopvnua avThig o®LE T€, Kol O avTog oot



Vocabulary

aicOdvopon ‘perceive, (here) see’

apeld (-éw) ‘neglect, be neglectful of” + gen.
amodidmut ‘pay’

AmOd001G, -emg 1| ‘payment’

aomalopon ‘greet’

apinu ‘let go, release’

€\evbepoc, -a, -ov ‘free’

gupioBoc, -ov ‘hired, paid’

ebvoug, -ovv ‘well-disposed towards’ + dat.
kaBiotn © (trans.) appoint’

mAéw ‘sail’

mpdBvpog, -ov ‘ready’ + inf.

npootdtte ‘tell, command’

TPOTPEN® ‘urge on, encourage’
oLGPAPIOTNG, -0V O ‘one who plays ballgames with another’
omnlm ‘save, preserve’

OInpeTd (-éw) ‘serve, assist’” + dat. pers.
VITOMUVAoK® ‘remind’

povvo ‘(in perf. pass.) be well’
VIOV, -0tog o ‘copy’

e0c09d (-éw) ‘study philosophy’

¢ téyloTa ‘as soon as possible’
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