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Xenophon, Cyropaedia (Book 1) — a brief introduction

Xenophon (c. 430—c. 354 BCE) was a historian, soldier
and philosopher. Born into a wealthy Athenian family,
he served with the cavalry during the final years of the
Peloponnesian War. In 401 he joined the army of Cyrus
the Younger, a pretender to the Persian throne, and was
appointed joint-commander of the Greek mercenary
forces in their famous retreat after the battle of Cunaxa.
He and his men subsequently took up service with
Seuthes, the king of Thrace, and later joined Agesilaus
and the Spartans in their efforts to liberate the lonian
cities from the Persians. Returning to Greece in 395/4,
he was exiled from Athens for his pro-Spartan
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sympathies. The Spartans granted him an estate at
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Scillus in Tryphilia, south of Olympia, where he farmed
and composed his literary works. Among these was the Cyropaedia, a largely fictional biography
of Cyrus the Great (depicted in relief). Arguably the first extant novel, it also greatly influenced
the handbooks or ‘mirrors’ for princes of the Middle Ages and Renaissance. We will be reading
five passages from Book 1, which describes among other things the king’s education and first
encounters with his grandfather Astyages. Vocabulary lists are provided at the end of each

passage.
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Xenophon, Cyropaedia 1.3.1-2

1. Kbpog yap péypt puev dmoeka TV 1| OAiym mAéov tavtn i) mondeiq Emadevdn, kol maviov

TOV NAIKOV S1aPEP®V £QIVETO Kai €1 TO ToL povOAaveLy & d€ot kol €ig TO KaAMS Kol Avopeimg

€K0oTO TOLETV. €K 0€ TOVTOL TOD YPOVOL HETEMEUYOTO AcTLdyNG TV £0vToD Buyatépa Kol TOV

Taido aniig- 1061V yop Emebvpel, HTi fkovev anTdv KOAOV KayaOOv etvar. Epyeton 8¢ ot Te 1

Mowvddvn mpdg Tov matépa Kai Tov Kdpov tov vidv xovca. 2. g 0& apiketo téyioto Koi £yve O

Kdpog 1ov Actodynv Thc untpog matépo. Svta, e0OVG ola 81 moic UoEL PIMOGTOPYOC DOV

Nondleto te avToV dhomep v €1 TIc TAat cuvtedpappévoc Kol Tilotr PIAGY domdlotto, Koi Opadv

On avTOV KEKOGUNUEVOV Kol 0QBaAN®Y DoypaeT Kol xpduatog évipiyet kol KOpaig tpochétol,

a &m voppa v év Midotc: tadta yap mdvre Mnducd €ott, kai ol Topeupoi yrtdveg Kod ot
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KAvOLEG Kal 01 oTpenTol ol Tepl Th €PN Kol T wéA TO TEPL TG xepotv, &v [Iépoaig d¢ Toig

oikot kal vV £Tt ToAD Kol £60TTEC PovAdTEPOL Kol dloTon evTEAEGTEPOIL:

Vocabulary

avopeing (adv.) ‘in a manly manner’

aomalopon ‘kiss’

agucvodpan (-éopat), aor. Aekouny ‘come’
Yyvooko, aor. Eyvev ‘know, recognise’ + acc. + part.
el (quasi-impers.) ‘it is necessary’

dépm, -ng M ‘neck’

dtouta, -ng M ‘way of life’

Jdpépm ‘surpass’ + gen.

dmdeka (indecl.) ‘twelve’

gkaotog, -1, -ov ‘each’

EVIpYIG, -emc, M| ‘rubbing in’

gmboud (-éw) ‘desire’ + inf.

€o0ng, -fitoc N ‘clothing’

€000¢ (adv.) ‘at once, immediately’

evTeEAN, -€¢ ‘frugal’

MME, -tcog O/ ‘a contemporary, fellow (of the same age)’
Kavdvg, -vog, 6 ‘mantle, upper garment with sleeves’
Koun, -ng N ‘hair (of the head)’

Kooud (-ém), perf. mid./pass. kexkocunuat ‘adorn’

petoméuno ‘send for, summon’
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uéypt (prep.) ‘until’ + gen.

vouog, -1, -ov ‘customary’

oio (adv.) ‘in as much as, since’ + part.

oikot (adv.) ‘at home’

mounoevo ‘educate, train’

ndAon (adv.) ‘long ago, for a long time’

wAéov (compar. adv.) ‘more’

npocbeTog, -ov ‘put on (of false hair), prosthetic’
vmoypaen, -fig N ‘painting/lining under’ + gen.
otpentdg, -ob O ‘torc, a band of twisted metal’
YTOV, -OVog O ‘chiton, undergarment’
ovvtpépm perf. mid./pass. covtéBpappon ‘grow up with, be familiar with’
eaivo ‘(pass.) seem, appear’ + part.

QodAOG, -1, -ov ‘simple’

eubdoTopyog, -ov ‘affectionate’

@VO1G, -€mG 1| “nature, constitution’

YPOU, -atog 6 ‘colour’

yélov, -ov 10 ‘bracelet’

¢ TéyoTa ‘as soon as’

®onep (adv.) ‘as’
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Xenophon, Cyropaedia 1.3.2—4

Op&V 81 TOV KOG OV ToD Thmmov, SUPAETOV adTd Eleyev: Q pijtep, OC KAAOC pot O mammoc.

EpOTMOoNG 8¢ adTOV TG PNTPOC MATEPOG KOAMMV 0dTd Sokel slvar, O TaThp | 0VTOC, ATEKPIVATO

dpa 6 Kdpoc: "Q ufitep, epodv pév mold kGAMoToC 6 1og mathp, MAdmv péviotl dcamv Edpoxo

gyo ko 8v Taig 680i¢ ko &mi Toic OVpog TOAD 0VTOC O £pOG TUMTOG KAAMGTOC.

3. avtoonalopevog 8¢ O TATTOg AVTOV KOl GTOANV KOANV EVEOLGE KOl GTPEMTOIG Kol WEAO1S

e

gtipa kol éxoopet, kol €l wot ££ghatvot, €9’ Tmmov Ypucoyaiivov meptijyev, Gomep Kol aDTOC

eloBel mopevesBat. 6 6¢ Kdpog dite moic dv kol @LOKaA0G kol MIAATIHOC OETO Tf) GTOAR, Kol

inmevey pavidvoy drepéyaupev: &v Ilépoonc yap S1d 0 yaremodv sivon kol Tpégety immovg kai

inmeve &v Opevii oBon i xdpa kol idelv tnmov mévy omdviov fv. 4. deumvdv 8¢ 51 6 Actvdymg
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ovv i) Buyatpi koi @ Kopw, Bovdduevog tov maida m¢ fidiota deumvely, tva frtov té oficade

noboin, TpocTiyev avT®d Kal mopoyidoc Kol wavtodama EuPappoto Kol Bpopata.

Vocabulary

avtoondlopon ‘greet in return’

amoxpive ‘(mid.) reply’

dpa (particle) ‘at once, straightaway’

dte (adv.) ‘inasmuch as, since’ + part.
Bpdua, -otoc 16 ‘meat’

dewvd (-€w) ‘dine, have dinner’

€00, pluperf. eidOev (imperf. meaning) ‘be accustomed’ + inf.
guPoppa, -atog 6 ‘sauce’

EuPrénm ‘look at, stare at’

€vovm ‘clothe in” + acc. pers.

é€ehavo ‘ride out’

EpOT® (-w) ‘ask’

foopon ‘delight in, be pleased with’ + dat.
frrov (compar. adv.) ‘less’

0vpa, -ac M ‘(pl.) court’

innedo ‘ride a horse’

KOGOG, -ov 0 ‘adornment’

pévrot (particle) ‘but, however’

oikade (adv.) ‘at home’

opewdg, -1, -6v ‘mountainous’



TavTodanog, -1, -ov ‘of every kind’

navo (adv.) ‘very, exceedingly’

nanmog, -ov 6 ‘grandfather’

napovic, -idog N ‘dainty side-dish’
neplaym ‘bring along, have alongside’
100® (-éw) ‘yearn for, desire’

not (adv.) ‘somewhere’

noTEPOG, -0, -ov ‘Which of two’
TopevOpL ‘go’

npocdyw ‘set before’ + acc. + dat.

OTOAN, -fi¢ N ‘raiment, clothing’

OTAav1og, -a, -ov ‘rare’ + inf.

Tpépm ‘breed, raise’

umepyaipo ‘rejoice exceedingly at’ + part.
@uokarog, -ov ‘fond of beautiful things’
QUOTILOG, -ov ‘eager for distinction’
YOAETOG, -1, -Ov ‘difficult’ + inf.
XPLGYGAVOG, -ov ‘with a gold-studded bridle’
xopa, -o¢ N ‘land’

og (interrog. adv.) ‘how’

¢ fid1ota ‘as much as possible’
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Xenophon, Cyropaedia 1.4.3-4

3. kai v pév iomg moAvAOYDTEPOC, Bpar pev 10 Ty Tardeiay, Tt varykaleto Hmd Tod

S1dackdrov kai 186var Adyov GV émoiel kai Aapféve moap’ SAAmv, omdte Sucdlot, ETt 82 kai Sii

70 Prlopadng elvon TOAAY pev adTog el ToVG mapdvag dvnpdto Tdg Exovio Tuyydvol, Kol dco;

adTOC VT’ GAA®Y EpOTMTO, S10 TO &y ivovg Elvar ToyD AmEKPIVETO, HOT £K TAVIOV TOVTMV 1)

TOAVAOYIOL GUVEAEYETO QTR GAL™ Gomep Yap £v omdpartt, doot véor dvteg péyebog Erafov, dpmg

gupaiveral TO veapov antoic 0 katnyopel v dAtyoetiov, ovtm kol Kvpov €k ti|g moAvioyiag ov

Opdooc diepaiveto, AL amAdTng Kol rhoctopyia, Mot €mefipet dv Tig £Tt mAeim avTod AKovEY

1| clOn@VTL Topeival. 4. ®¢ 8¢ Tpotiyev avTtov O ¥pdvog oLV 1@ peyEdel eig dpav Tod TpdonPov

vevéaOat, £v ToOTE O TG UEV AOYOIG HAVOTEPOLS EYPTITO Kal TH VT HovyoTépQ, aidove &’
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gveniumiato dote Kol EpubpaivesBol 6mOTE GUVTLYYAVOL TOTG TPESPVTEPOLS, KOl TO GKLAAKDOES

70 TAGLY OOIMC TPOSTINTEY OVKED’ OpOiC TPOTETEC ElYEV. OVT® OM) foLYOiTEPOC HEV TV, &V 88

TG GLVOLGTNIG TTApTOV EMiYOPLS.

Vocabulary

ayyivoug, -ovv ‘shrewd, astute’

dpo pév... €t 8¢ ‘both... and’

aidmg, -ov¢ N ‘respect’

avaykdlo ‘(pass.) be required’ + inf.
avepotd (-Gw) ‘ask, question’ + acc. pers.
amAdtng, -ntog N ‘frankness, sincerity’
dwpaive ‘show, reveal’

ddaokarog, -ov O ‘teacher’

dwalw ‘judge, be a judge’

guopaive ‘exhibit’

gmboud (-éw) ‘desire’ + inf.

gumipmAnu “fill full of” + gen.

Emniyopig, -1 ‘charming’

gpubpaivouar ‘become red, blush’

&xo ‘be’

fiovyoc, -ov, (compar. oVyaiteEPOS, -a, -ov) ‘quiet, gentle’

Opdooc, -ovug 16 ‘insolence’



icwg (adv.) ‘perhaps’

Katnyop®d (-€m) ‘indicate’

pavog, -0, -ov ‘few’

néyebog, -ovg 10 ‘stature, size’

veapov, -od 16 ‘youthfulness, youthful spirit’
oAyoetia, -ag 1 ‘fewness of years, young age’
opoimg (adv.) ‘in the same manner’

Ouwmg (conj.) ‘nevertheless’

omote (relat. adv.) ‘whenever’ (+ optat.)

ot (conj.) ‘since’

ovkétt (adv.) ‘no longer’

ndumov (adv.) ‘altogether’

népet ‘be near’ + dat.

noAvAOYOG, -ov ‘talkative’

npécPuc, -gta, -v ‘old’

TPOTETNG, -£G ‘rash, reckless’

npdonpog, -ov ‘near manhood’

npooninte ‘fall upon’ + dat.

ndg (interrog. adv.) ‘how’

olon® (-aw) ‘be silent’

OKLAOK®OING, -€G ‘puppy-like’

cLAMEY® ‘(pass.) accumulate, increase’
ouvvovaia, -ag 1| ‘social intercourse, engagement’
ocuvtuyybve ‘meet with’ + dat.

Tuyybve ‘happen’ + acc. + part.

euopadng, -¢¢ ‘fond of learning’

euootopyia, -ag 1| ‘affection’
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pov, -fig 1 ‘voice’

ypduro (-dopon) ‘use’ + dat.
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Xenophon, Cyropaedia 1.4.6—7

6. EmBLU®V 6& oEOdpa £E1Evar £t TV ONpav OVKETL OUOimG Mmapelv £60vato domep moic MV,

AL OKVNPATEPOV TTPOCT|EL. KOl 6 TPdOev 1@ TaKq EpEpPeTo 8Tl 00 Tapiel AOLTOV TPOS TOV

ndnmov, avTog oM Ldkag Eavtd &ylyvero: ov Yap TPooneL, €1 un 1dot i Kapdg €in, kol Tod Xdxa

€0€1T0 TAVT™G onuaively avT®d Onote £yxwpoin Kol OmoOTE Kopdg €l MoTe 0 LAKG VIePEPiLeL

H0n Kai oi gAAot mhvreg. 7. énei 8 obv Eyve O Actodyng cpodpa antov émbvpodva EEm Onpdv,

EKTTEUTEL ADTOV GLV TA Oei® Kol pUANKG GCVUTEUTEL £’ TTRWV TPESPLTEPOVG, OTWS ATO TAOV

SvoxopidYV PUAGTTOEY ADTOV Kai £l TV dypinv Tt povein Onpimv. 6 ovv Kdpog 6V Emopévaov

TpoBuUmC EMVVOAVETO Tolo1g OV Yp1| ONpiotg meAdle kai moia yp1| Bappodvra didhkew. o1 &’

Eleyov Ot dpKTol TE TOAAOVS 1ON TANGLAcavTOS 01EPOepaY Kol KATPOol Koi AEOVTEG Kail
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mapddirelg, ai 8¢ Elagot kai Sopkadec kai oi dyprot oieg kol oi dvot ol &ypiot dctveic sioy.

Eleyov 8¢ xai ToD10, TOC Suoympiag 8Tt S0t puAGTTEGOAL 0VSEY fiTToV i TO ONpio TOALOVG Yap

1ON adToig TOig IMmolg KaTaKpNUVIGOTvaL.

Vocabulary

dyprog, -a, -ov ‘wild’

dipxrog, -ov 1 ‘bear’

Go1vng, -€¢ ‘harmless’

Sk ‘pursue, give chase’
dopkdg, -adog 1 ‘gazelle’
duoywpia, -ag 1 ‘rough ground, difficult terrain’
gyywpel (impers.) ‘it is possible’
€l (conj.) ‘whether’

el un ‘unless’

g&Epyopon ‘go out’

&€w (adv.) ‘outside’

Elapoc, -ov o/M ‘deer’

ént (prep.) ‘for (purpose)’ + acc.
gmopon ‘accompany’

Ooppd (-ém) ‘be without fear’
O€ilog, -ov 0 “uncle’

Onpa, -og 1 ‘hunt, hunting’
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Onpiov, -ov 16 ‘beast’

Onpd (-aw) ‘hunt’

Kanpog, -ov 6 ‘boar’

Kapog, -od o ‘the proper time’

KkatokpnuviCm, aor. pass. katekpnuvicOnv ‘throw down headlong’
Mrapd (-€m) ‘coax, persistently persuade’

uéupopon ‘censure someone for’ + dat. person. + acc. + indirect stat. w/ 61t
oic, -6g o/ ‘sheep’

oKkvnpag, -a, -ov ‘timid, diffident’

6vog, -ov 0/m ‘ass, donkey’

navtog (adv.) ‘by all means’

napdarig, -ewc 1 ‘leopard’

ninodlw ‘draw near, approach’

npocépyopor ‘approach’

npoobev (adv.) ‘before’

nopinu ‘admit, allow to pass’

nelalw ‘approach’ + dat.

molog, -0, -ov (interrog. adj.) ‘which, what’

movOdvopon ‘inquire of’ + gen. person.

onuaive ‘tell’

opdopa (adv.) ‘very much, exceedingly’

counméune ‘send along with’

VEPPIAG (-€m) ‘love beyond measure’

eoive, aor. pass. £pavnyv ‘(pass.) appear’

@OAOE, -akog O ‘guard’

euLatto ‘keep (away from)’ + dmd + gen.; ‘(mid.) be on one’s guard against’ + acc.

xpN (impers.) ‘it is necessary, one ought (+ inf.)’
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Xenophon, Cyropaedia 1.4.8-9

8. 6 Kdpoc mévta tadta Epdviove mpodipmg: ac 8¢ eidev ELapov Ekmndficacay, Tavimv

gmadopevog AV fikovcey édimkev 00dEV Lo OpdV T 1N Epevye. Kol T Slammddv avTd O

innog mintel €ig yovara, Kol pKkpod KAKEIVOV EEETpayALoeY. 0V UnVv AAL’ énéuevey 6 Kdpog

noMg o, koi 6 fnmog dEavést. O¢ &’ eic 10 mediov RAOev, dovticag kataBdAlet TV ELagov,

KOAOV TL xpHpa Kod péya. kol O HEV O VTEPEYOLPEV: Ol OE PUANKES TPOGEAACAVTEG EAOOOPOVY

adTOV Kai Edeyov gig olov kivduvov EMBot, kol Epacay kotepeiv avtod. 6 odv Kpog eiothket

Katafepnrmg, kol aKkovmV TadTa NVIATO. MG &’ 1o0eT0 KpavYTic, dvemndnoey &rl Tov inmov

GHomep vOoLGIGV, Kai MG 10V &K ToD GVTiov KATPOV TPOGPEPOLEVOV, dvTiog EAavvel Kai

SOTEWVAUEVOC EDGTOXMG PAALEL €1G TO HETOTOV KOl KATEGYE TOV KATpov. 9. évtadda uévrot idn
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Kai 0 Belog avTd €Lo1dopeito, v OpacvTnTa OpdV. 6 6 ATOD Ao1dopovUEVOL UG £0€TT0 Hoa

avToc Ehafe, Tadta Edcat eiokopioavto dodval T® TATA®. TOV 8¢ Ogiov eimelv @actv: AL’ fiv

aicOnton 611 €dimkec, 00 ool povov Aodopnoetat, ALY Kai £pot, 0Tt og glwv. Kol fjv fodAntat,

PavaL oDTOV, HOCTIYMCHUTO, EMEWSAY YE &Y0) 66 avtd. kai ovye, 8 Ti Bovdel, Epn, O Osis,

TIHOPNGAUEVOS TODTO Bpmg Yapioai pot. kai 6 Kva&dpng pévrol tehevtdv eine: moisl 8mmg

BovAel: oV Yap VOV ye Hudv Eotkag Pacthedg eival.

Vocabulary

aicOdvopat, aor. noBOuNV ‘hear’ + gen.
axovtiCm ‘throw a spear’

avarndd (-w) ‘leap up’

avid (-aw) ‘(pass.) be vexed, annoyed’
avtiog, -a, -ov ‘opposite’

avtiog EAavve ‘ride to meet’

yovv, -atog 10 ‘knee’

S dd (-aw) ‘take a leap’
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dwateivo ‘(mid.) stretch oneself to the utmost’
elokopim ‘carry in, bring in’

gxtpayniilo ‘(of a horse) throw the rider over its head’
EkmMo® (-aw) ‘leap out’

g€aviotnu, 2nd aor. é€avéatny ‘(intrans.) stand up’
évbovold (-am) ‘be possessed (by a god)’

évtavba (adv.) ‘then’

gowca (perf. with pres. meaning) ‘seem’ + inf.
gmeddv (conj.) ‘when’ + subjunct.

EmhavOdvo ‘(mid.) forget’ + gen.

gmuéve ‘remain in place, keep one’s seat’
evoToYw¢ (adv.) ‘aiming well’

€M (-am) ‘allow’ + acc. pers. + inf.

1] (conj.) ‘than’

v = €av (conj.) ‘if’’ + subjunct.

Opacvtng, -nTog 1 ‘arrogance, over-boldness’
fotu, pluperf. giotrkewv ‘(intrans.) stand’
katofaive, perf. katapépnka ‘dismount’
katofdrio ‘strike down’

Kkataléyw, fut. kotep®d ‘speak against’ + gen. pers.
Katéyw, aor. katéoya ‘take down, bring down’
Kpowyn, -fig N ‘shout, cry’

Lo1dopd (-€m) ‘rebuke’ + acc. pers.; ‘(mid.) rail at’ + dat. pers.
naoty® (-60) ‘whip, flog’

pévtot (particle) ‘but, to the contrary’

pétmmov, -ov 10 ‘the space between the eyes’

pkpod (adv.) ‘almost’



uévov (adv.) ‘only’

omnn (relat. adv.) ‘where, in which direction’
Onwg (adv.) ‘as’

6c0¢, -1, -ov ‘which, what’

ov unv ‘it did not however [throw him]’
ninto ‘fall’

nediov, -ov 16 ‘plain’

TPOGELOVV®, A0r. Tpooniaco, ‘ride towards’
TpocPéPm ‘(pass.) come towards’

nog (particle) ‘somehow’

1e)eVT® (-Gw) ‘accomplish, (part.) finally’
Tiopd (-€m) ‘punish, take vengeance’

yopiCopon ‘grant (a favour)’
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