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Dialect:  The dialect used in the pastoral poems is an artificial pseudo-doric, 
constructed by the poet in an attempt to mimic the rustic doric dialect of the 
cowherds and neatherds. It was never a spoken language. Main features to 
watch out for in Idyll 1 are: 

Ubiquitous a for h. 

th/na for e0kei/na 

poti/ for pro/j 

ai1 for ei0 

ken for a1n 

tu/ etc for su/ 

sd  for z 

onti for ousi 

Homeric gen. oio 

u1mmin for u9mi=n 

acc. pl. wj  for ouj 


