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Latin Experienced Beginners with Mark Matic: Readings
1. Tacitus, Germania §§ 38—41

Nunc de Suebis dicendum est, quorum non una, ut Chattorum Tencterorumue gens; maiorem

enim Germaniae partem obtinent, propriis adhuc nationibus nominibusque discreti,

quamquam in commune Suebi uocentur. insigne gentis obliquare crinem nodoque

substringere: sic Suebi a ceteris Germanis, sic Sueborum ingenui a seruis separantur. in aliis

gentibus seu cognatione aliqua Sueborum seu, quod saepe accidit, imitatione, rarum et intra

iuuentae spatium; apud Suebos usque ad canitiem horrentes capilli retorquentur, ac saepe in

ipso uertice religantur; principes et ornatiorem habent. ea cura formae, sed innoxia; neque

enim ut ament amenturue, in altitudinem quandam et terrorem adituri bella comptius hostium

oculis ornantur.

Vocabulary:

accido, -ere, -idi ‘happen, occur’

adeo, -ere, -ii, -itum ‘attain, attain to (+ in + acc.)’

adhuc (adv.) ‘moreover’

altitudo, -inis (f.) ‘height’

canities, -ei (f.) ‘gray’

capillus, -1 (m.) ‘hair (of the head)’

cognatio, -onis (f.) ‘connection, relationship (with [+ gen.])’

comptius (compar. adv. formed from perf. part. of como ‘dress, adorn’) ‘more decoratively’



crinis, -is (m.) ‘hair (of the head)’
cura, -ae (f.) ‘attention (to [+ gen.])’
discerno, -ere, -creui, -cretum ‘divide’
horreo, -ere, -ui ‘be rough’

ingenuus, -a, -um ‘free-born’
innoxius, -a, -um ‘harmless, innocent’
insigne, -is (n.) ‘a distinguishing mark’
intra (prep.) ‘within (+ acc.)’

is, ea, id ‘(here) such, of such a sort’
iuuenta, -ae (f.) ‘the age of youth’
nodus, -1 (m.) ‘knot’

obliquo, -are, -aui, -atum ‘turn aside’
obtineo, -ere, -ui, -tentum ‘occupy’
oculus, -1 (m.) ‘eye’

ornatus, -a, -um ‘ornate, decorative’
orno, -are, -aui, -atum ‘furnish, equip’
proprius, -a, -um ‘special, particular’
quamquam (conj.) ‘although’

quidam, quae-, quod- ‘a certain’
rarus, -a, -um ‘rare’

religo, -are, -aui, -atum ‘bind, fasten’

retorqueo, -ere, -torsi, -tortum ‘turn back’

seu... seu ‘whether... or’

spatium, -1 (n.) ‘space, period’
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substringo, -ere, -nxi, -ictum ‘tie, bind’
-ue (conj.) ‘or’
uertex, -ticis (m.) ‘whirlpool, vortex, (here) crown of the head’

usque (adv.) ‘continuously, even, all the way’
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2. Sallust, Bellum Iugurthinum § 6

Qui ubi primum adoleuit, pollens uiribus, decora facie, sed multo maxume ingenio ualidus,

non se luxu neque inertiae corrumpendum dedit, sed, uti mos gentis illius est, equitare,

iaculari, cursu cum aequalibus certare, et quom omnis gloria anteiret, omnibus tamen carus

esse; ad hoc pleraque tempora in uenando agere, leonem atque alias feras primus aut in primis

ferire; plurumum facere et minumum ipse de se loqui. quibus rebus Micipsa tametsi initio

laetus fuerat, existumans uirtutem lugurthae regno suo gloriae fore, tamen postquam

hominem adulescentem exacta sua aetate et paruis liberis magis magisque crescere intellegit,

uehementer eo negotio permotus, multa cum animo suo uolvebat.

Vocabulary:

ad hoc ‘besides this, moreover, in addition’
adolesco, -ere, -eui ‘grow up’

adulescens, -tis ‘young, youthful’

aequalis, -e ‘equal, (here) of the same age’
aetas, -atis (f.) ‘lifetime, age’

ago, -ere, egi, actum ‘(here) spend, pass (time)’
anteeo, -ire, -ii, -itum ‘surpass’

carus, -a, -um ‘dear, beloved’

certo, -are, -aui, -atum ‘compete’

corrumpo, -ere, -upi, -uptum ‘destroy’
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cresco, -ere, creui, cretum ‘grow’

cursus, -us (m.) ‘running, foot race’

decorus, -a, -um ‘handsome, beautiful’

exigo, -ere, -egi, -actum ‘(of time) pass, complete, spend’
existumo, -are, -aui, -atum (= existimo) ‘judge, consider’
facies, -ei (f.) ‘shape, form’

fera, -ac (f.) ‘wild animal, beast’

ferio, -ire, -rii ‘strike, smite’

fore (= futurum esse)

1aculor, -lari, -latus sum ‘throw, hurl’

inertia, -ae (f.) ‘idleness, laziness’

ingenium, -i (n.) ‘intellect, cleverness’

initium, -i (n.) ‘beginning’

intellego, -ere, -llexi, -llectum ‘realise’

luxus, -us (m.) ‘luxury, extravagance’

magis (adv.) ‘more’

mos, -oris (m.) ‘custom, practice, way’

multo maxime ‘above all (lit. most by far)’
negotium, -1 (n.) ‘matter, affair’

omnis = omnes

permoueo, -ere, -moui, -motum ‘move, rouse, stir up’
plerus, -a, -um ‘most’

plurumus, -a, -um (= plurimus) ‘most’

polleo, -ere ‘be rich in, be well-endowed with (+ abl.)’
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quom = cum (conj.)

tametsi (conj.) ‘although’

ualidus, -a, -um ‘strong, powerful’

uenor, -nari, -natus sum ‘hunt’

uis, -iris (f.) ‘power, strength’

uoluo, -ere, uolui, uolutum ‘roll, tumble, (here) ponder, reflect’

uti (adv.) ‘as’



